





Bossier Chamiber
celebrates storied /5 yeadrs

We are extremely honored to be helping lead the
Bossier Chamber through its 75th
year serving Bossier Parish by
advancing the economic interests
of this great and growing parish.

While many membership or-
ganizations struggle to retain
members, engagement and par-
ticipation, the Bossier Chamber
has remained a successful entity
through the years.

As we have been researching the
history of the Bossier Chamber,
there are a few things that stand
out that have really propelled this
organization through the years

to have influence and impact on the growth and
success of Bossier City, Bossier Parish and North-
west Louisiana - and they really boil down to our
four values:

o Advocacy

o Education

o Opportunity

o Partnerships

We hope you enjoy reading about some of the
accomplishments of the Bossier Chamber
throughout the past 75 years. This report isn’t
large enough to hold all that the Bossier Cham-
ber has done but we give you a glimpse into this
organization’s great history!

Eric Barkley, Chairman of the Board
Lisa Johnson, President/CEO, Bossier Chamber
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and being part of something bigger. At Red River Bank, we don't just
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appreciate your commitment to the community. We also share it.
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EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

Eric Barkley,
CenterPoint
Energy,
Chairman

Nicole Wilhite, Citizens National Bank,
Chair Elect

Jonathon Reynolds, Carter Credit Union,
Finance Chair

Barry Regula, Margaritaville Resort
Casino, Past Chair

Kathy French, Port of Caddo-Bossier,
Business Development Chair

Jerome Dubose, LTRI, Government
Relations Chair

Col. West Anderson, USAF Retired,
Boeing, Military Relations Chair

Mike Busada, Butler Snow, Community
Sustainability Chair

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Rick Bateman, Bossier Parish
Community College

Damien Ford, Mike McSwain Architect

Carlton Golden, GBEDF Representative,
Builder’s Supply Co. Inc

Patrick Gullatt, Barksdale Federal Credit
Union

Jay Johnson, General Dynamics
Information Technology

harl i , Wieland .
L S N Members of the Bossier Chamber have
Kevin Nolten, Cyber Innovation Center
Vita Riner, 318 Latino Radio/Magazine access to more than 40 events per year,
Vincent Sedminik, Willis-Knighton Health . . . . . .
L — including a variety of business-building
Ca,.i?,'ﬁﬁ;‘;’;iux, TR opportunities that are crafted to establish
L — relevant connections.

Shreveport-Bossier Health System
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For the second time in four years, the Bossier Cham- > LAUNCHED MILITARY COMMUNITY CHAM-
ber has been named a state Chamber of the Year by PION PROGRAM: The Chamber seeks to promote

the Louisiana Association of Chamber of Commerce our businesses, schools and organizations that have

Executives. committed to intentionally provide support for our
military connected individuals. Through this program

This was also a year of firsts, created two new events the Chamber businesses show they truly champion our

and launched a new member program. military members, families and veterans.



EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE

Nicole Wilhite,
Citizens
National
Bank,
Chairman

63 Ribbon Cuttings | 4 Ground Breakings

Jonathon Reynolds, Carter Credit Union,
Chair Elect

Charley Kingery, Weiland, Finance Chair
Eric Barkley, CenterPoint Energy, Past

# of bills the Chamber Chair
. . Vita Riner, 318 Latino Radio/Magazine,
active ly followed durin g Business Development Chair

Scott Solomon, AT&T Government Solu-

the state Legis lative session tions, Government Relations Chair

Col. West Anderson, USAF Retired,

3 Boeing, Military Relations Chair
” Mike Busada, Butler Snow, Community

Sustainability Chair
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andrew D’Avy, CHRISTUS Shreveport-
’ Bossier Health System

Jerome DuBose, LA Tech Research
Institute

Damien Ford, Mike McSwain Architect

Kathy French, Port of Caddo-Bossier

Patrick Gullatt, Barksdale Federal Credit

. Union
TOTAL event attendees in 2022 Daniel Ihm, Margaritaville Resort Casino

Jay Johnson, General Dynamics
Information Technology

Dr. Jennifer Lawrence, Bossier Parish
Community College

John Michael Moore, Greater Bossi
State, Local & Federal ° ?Ecgzo?neic D:\‘/’gleopéiante’ll;ogs?:trion
Meetings attended, including R e et
Syst
those of our area partners. Cart Thibodeaux, Community Bank of
Louisiana

Ashley Warner, Louisiana Boardwalk
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>NEW! SALUTE TO COMMUNITY HEROES: An > NEW! STATE OF COMMUNITY REPORT: Boss-

event to not only continue the tradition the Bossier ier Chamber discusses our region’s greatest assets and
Chamber has of recognizing our military and first-re-  how we can build upon them for the future -- Trans-
sponders for their great work day-in and day-out, portation, Defense, Energy, Healthcare. These four

but to also recognize those in sectors like education, assets were highlighted in a printed report, giving a
healthcare, non-profit/community service and mili- baseline of data points for each so we can work to grow

tary/support/law enforcement. these areas for a prosperous future.
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OPPORTUNITY

e Welcomed nearly 90 new members to the Bossier
Chamber, bringing in $40,000 in new revenue.

e Hosted 5 signature events, with more than 1,500 members
participating and make networking connections.

e Held 63 Ribbon Cutting Events and 4 Ground Breaking
Events for new and existing members.

e Recognized Business, Small Business and Business
Person of the Year at the 2021 Annual Banquet in front of
hundreds of members.

e Organized a military and veteran job fair with Barksdale
Air Force Base, Goodwill Industries and the La. Workforce
Commission.

e Welcomed more than 1,200 new Airmen to Barksdale Air
Force Base through base-organized newcomer’s events

e Launched the Military Community Champion program to
encourage our business community to hire our military-
connected individuals, and provide them with the assets of
our great quality of life amenities while they are stationed
here.

ADVOCACY

e We collaborated with our city and parish o cials on both
sides of the river to push for a new, four-lane bridge across
the Red River connecting south Shreveport and South
Bossier. We hosted the Lt. Governor to get his support of
adding the existing Jimmy Davis Bridge into the state park
system as a linear park.

e Represented business and member interests during the
2021 Legislative Session, following 82 bills that pertained
to Northwest Louisiana issues.

e Conducted Congressional appointments during two

Washington, D.C. Fly-ins.

Represented Northwest Louisiana on the Governor’s Task
Force for Litter Abatement and Beauti cation.

Introduced the NEW State of Community Report event,
combining attributes of our former State of Bossier and
State of Education addresses.

Attended city and parish government meetings throughout
the year.

PARTNERSHIP

Combined our Patriot Award event with our Military
Recognition Breakfast to create a new event - Salute

to Community Heroes - to honor heroes in the sectors
of military and law enforcement as well as education,
healthcare, nonpro ts and others.

Partnered with Boomtown Bossier City to give out more
than 5,000 cookies to all of the local military units in
Shreveport and Bossier.

Hosted a Military Leadership Reception to give our
business leaders and military leaders a chance to meet one-
on-one.

Represented Bossier Chamber of Commerce as Chair of
of the Louisiana Association of Chamber of Commerce
Executives board.

EDUCATION

Graduated 41 Bossier Parish High School students from
the Bossier Youth Leadership Program, which trains and
develops local youth for future community leadership
roles.

Continued our STEM scholarships, thanks to the generous
donations of our business community.

OUR MISSION: The Bossier Chamber of Commerce’s purpose shall be to promote
the advancement of the civic, commercial, industrial, technological, and agricul-
tural interests of Bossier Parish all while promoting the general welfare and pros-
perity of the parish and the stimulation of the public’s interest on key issues.

OUR VISION: Our vision is to be the collaboration hub that
cultivates and shapes the business climate.

UnNiTED STATES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Willis-Knighton proudly joins with the Bossier Chamber of Commerce
to enhance health and life in Bossier.

As the principal healthcare provider in Bossier Parish, we know our responsibility is a serious one.
Count on us to be here for you and your loved ones in sickness and in health, delivering care when
and where you need it.

For routine care, wellness services or healthcare that is more complex, we pledge to offer care
designed to improve your health and your life. Quality. Access. Convenience. Caring people.
All dedicated to supporting your best life.

“ WILLIS-KNIGHTON HEALTH SYSTEM



