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Each of the sectors in this report - Healthcare, Energy, Transportation and Defense 
- have helped share our identity but each also holds even greater potential for 
future growth.  

Now in our fourth year, this report highlights not only these assets that make our 
region strong, but also the opportunities where we can advocate, innovate and 
invest. 

Shreveport-Bossier is asset-rich in many 
ways as Northwest Louisiana possesses 
the talent, infrastructure, and drive to 
compete—and succeed. You’ll see that 

pages. 

Still, progress is an ongoing effort. We encourage every business leader, elected 

seeking new pathways for development.

POINTS OF PROGRESS AND GROWTH 
EXPECTATION  
As we look back over the last two years, we see a lot of growth in the state of 
Louisiana in areas that matter:  

•	 Outmigration

•	

•	
Another plus for the state is that while the 2024 Tax Foundation ranking was 40, 

special session just after those rankings were released, the Foundation noted 
the state’s overall ranking would have improved to 26th with those changes.  
Additionally, the Foundation analysis said the state would have ranked among 

taxes, corporate income taxes, property taxes, and unemployment insurance 
taxes). 

Progress is always good but there is still more work to be done, not only to continue to grow the above 
metrics, but to improve others that have not shown a positive change, like our overall poverty rate and child 
poverty rate. 

Damien Ford, 
Bossier Chamber 
Community Sustainability 
Committee Chair
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a new Center for Post-Transcriptional Regulation. Led by Oren 
Rom, PhD, RD, Senior Associate Dean for Basic and Translational 
Research and Wayne Orr, PhD, Vice Chair for Pathology and 
Director of the Center for Cardiovascular Diseases and Sciences, 
this award represents the first, and largest, NSF-funded center 
grant in the history of LSUHS.

LSU Health Shreveport’s recruitment 
of 14 new research faculty from 
top-tier institutions across the U.S. 

NIH funding to North Louisiana 

institution’s research capacity.
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INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLL RANKINGS

The overall economic impact of our healthcare 
industry continues to increase. In addition to 
delivering essential, life-saving care to the 
surrounding area, Caddo-Bossier healthcare 
employees represent 21% of our regional 
employment. As this industry and its services 
continue to grow, workforce gaps create an 
increased demand for skilled workers as well.

SPONSOR: CHRISTUS SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER HEALTH SYSTEM4









SPONSOR: BROWN BUILDERS
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 DISTANCE AND DIRECTION:
FROM WORK CENSUS BLOCK TO 

HOME CENSUS BLOCK

Source:

COUNTS AND DENSITY OF 
HOME LOCATIONS FOR 
PRIVATE PRIMARY JOBS
The Shreveport-Bossier MSA has its largest 
concentration of jobs within the city centers, 
though there are many employers outside of 

shows the concentration of jobs in density and 
job count. While the circular graphic shows the 

amount of people who drive from their homes into the MSA to work, including the number 
of people and what direction their homes are relative to their jobs. While more than half of the workers in 

the roadways for commerce. Source:

Source:
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facility 
upgrades 
should 
encourage 
more locals to 
Fly Shreveport, 
including 
10,000 square 
feet of 
expanded 
gate space and all new furniture throughout the public spaces. Additionally, to continue to grow the 
reach of the airport, a Federal Inspection facility is under construction that will allow the airport to have 

The Port of Caddo-Bossier continues 
to see an increase in rail tonnage 
leaving the Port facilities.

PORT OF 
CADDO-BOSSIER

INTERSTATE 20 REHAB
Estimated completion late 2025/early 2026

of the largest investments in the north Louisiana interstate system in many years, providing a complete 

JIMMIE DAVIS BRIDGE PROJECT
Estimated completion mid to late 2027

in full swing! Work is underway on the new 4-lane bridge and the widening and realignment of the LA 511 
roadway approaches to the bridge on both sides of the river. As of October 2025, progress continues on 

shape to align with a widened, modernized structure.
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Barksdale Air Force Base is our region’s largest employer and 

entire state of Louisiana. 

employers respectively are Fort Johnson, Barksdale Air Force Base 
and the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base-New Orleans.

Barksdale is an award-winning base that is home 
to warrior Airmen of the 2nd Bomb Wing, Air Force 

Wing, and a host of mission partners. BAFB is 

community, which can be seen at our air shows, 
marathons and military appreciation events 
throughout Northwest Louisiana.

SPONSOR: CYBER INNOVATION CENTER

With as many as 2-3,000 spouses stationed at Barksdale 
with active-duty service members, a key piece of legislation 
to help them in employment is Louisiana’s Welcome Home 
Act, passed in 2024. This act provides universal recognition of 
occupational licenses throughout Louisiana, giving anyone 

ability to build a career here. While many pieces of legislation 

occupations, this act clears a big hurdle to not cherry-
pick accepted licenses but provided a way to encompass 
all potential employees. This was a major step forward to 
enhancing the quality of life for our airmen and their families.

WELCOME HOME
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28 STATE-DESIGNATED 
PURPLE STAR SCHOOLS IN 
BOSSIER PARISH

PERFECT
LEAP SCORES

97

24-25 INDUSTRY-BASED 
CREDENTIALS EARNED

3,135

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
CARNEGIE UNITS EARNED 

2,429

SCHOLARSHIPS/TOPS 
AWARDS

$24.14+
MILLION

24-25 INDUSTRY-BASED 
CREDENTIALS EARNED

2,379

ELEMENTARY STUDENT OF 
THE YEAR

 YEAR IN 
A ROW2ND

NATL. MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
SEMIFINALISTS

13

8
PERFECT 2024 ACT 

SCORES

Purple Star School:
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